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        Zion  

      Messenger  

 

Dear Friends,  

 

        Advent is the prophecy season. The Word of God came to the prophets of old and 

they proclaimed the day will come when there will be a new beginning. Everyone who heard 

that proclamation probably had different thoughts about how that day would arrive, what the 

Messiah would be like, when it would all happen, and how it would change everything. The 

prophecies said this Son of David would have the divine blessing to establish Godôs reign for-

ever.  

 

 New beginnings happen many ways in our lives - a new spouse, a new child, a new 

job, a new home, a new strength, a new attitude. The Koinonia Task Group has outlined a new 

beginning for the Church Council on Sunday. Their in-depth research and willingness to put in 

the time has created a new way for Zion. Some elements are old, things weôve done before but 

we need to do again at this time AND some are new reflecting the research that has been done 

over the last 40 years by students of the Church in America in these changing times.   

 

 Most importantly we need to be asking what God is calling us to do and be. In The 

Small Catechism Martin Luther writes of the petition ñThy kingdom come:ò ñGodôs kingdom 

comes even without our praying for it, but we ask in this prayer that it may come also among 

us.ò Our hope of a new beginning rests in the power of Godôs Word to take command and 

show us the way. When we come together in faith, Godôs Will can be done.  

 

 Pastor Huber lifted up to us the idea that we all are gifted by the Holy Spirit to take a 

part in the life and ministry. Again and again he said, ñYou never know where the Holy Spirit 

will lead, but it can transform us in amazing ways.ò A new beginning for the oldest Lutheran 

church in Delaware, why not? Iôm excited!  

 

                                          Yours in Christ, 

                                                            Pastor Johnson.  
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President's Message - Bruce Jackson, Council President  
 
 
The Koinonia Task Group presented its plan to the Church Council on Sunday, November 20, 
2011. The Council has scheduled a special meeting on December 5, 2011 to discuss the plan. 
 
As many of you know, the church building is in dire need of repairs to the roof and siding to correct 
the many leakage problems we are currently experiencing. Jeff Spann of the ELCA Mission Invest-
ment Fund came to Zion on November 16

th
 and estimated the cost of a new flat roof and masonry 

work to cost in the neighborhood of $300,000 to $400,000. He is sending me more information and 
is willing to come back to talk about financing. We still have a mortgage of approximately $70,000, 
for the boilers that were replaced, which will have to be consolidated into the new loan.   
  
The Constitution Committee and Pastor met with Ann Warner from the Delaware/Maryland to dis-
cuss the changes she suggested. Ann still has one issue she needs to clarify with the Bishop be-
fore we can proceed. I am hoping this can be completed by the end of November. 
 
I will continue to keep everyone updated on the above issues as we proceed forward to make Zion 
Church a better place to worship and continue the longevity of the church. 
 
 
In Peace, 
Bruce Jackson 

 

The Confirmation Class  

       The Confirmation Class helped at the Fall Festival by individuals helping with the Italian Dinner, the bake 

sales and the Christmas Wreath sale. We think we made about $150 on Christmas wreaths when the receipts 

are counted.  

       This year we are studying Martin Lutherôs Small Catechism with the text Free to Be and are moving on to 

the Lordôs Prayer, the words that Jesus taught the disciples to pray when they asked him to teach them to pray. 

Read the seven petitions of the prayer slowly and think about each part. This devotion to the Lordôs Prayer is 

an ancient practice that can help anyone meet our Lord in prayer.   

 

 

    BREAKFAST WITH THE BISHOP!!!   

Come eat, meet and talk with the Bishop.   9-10:30 AM   Saturday, December 10th 

Learn more about how our life together as church is supported by the stewardship of congregations!  

Stewardship for the rest of the year!   Delmarva Conference North :   Saturday, December 10th at St. 

Markôs Lutheran Church, 501 Duncan Road, Wilmington, Delaware.  RSVP to Pat Walton at 410-230-

2862 or PWALTON@DEMDSYNOD.ORG   A free will support of  $8 is suggested. 

    

 

STEWARDSHIP     We THANK Pastor Ed Kay for an excellent sermon on Stewardship Sunday.  It  
 

was well received.  Many have committed already, but we will be following up soon with reminders for 

those who have not.  We hope all will express thanks for what God has given them, and continue to 

work in whatever way they may for the ongoing life of Zion. 

http://rds.yahoo.com/_ylt=A0PDoS4PwstO6EAADRGjzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBpcGszamw0BHNlYwNmcC1pbWcEc2xrA2ltZw--/SIG=12l7tq9s7/EXP=1322005135/**http%3a/fpcknox.org/2010/12/07/advent-and-christmas-schedule-2010/
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WORSHIP AND MUSIC -Jean Krapf,  Chairperson,  Dorothy Dodds, Council Liason 

Nov 12thðEvery Member a Missionary 

                   St. Andrews, Dover, DE 

Nov. 13thðStewardship luncheon with Pastor 

                    Ed Kay as guest speaker 

Nov. 13thðFlute Concert 

Nov. 20thð2nd Family Worship Service 

                   ñIn gathering Themeò 

Nov. 27thðFirst Sunday of Advent 

Dec. 4thðSecond Sunday of Advent 

Dec. 11th-Third Sunday of Adventð10:30 am 

                     ServiceðChoir Cantata 

Dec. 18thðFourth Sunday of Advent / 

  Sunday School Christmas Musical 

Dec. 24thðChristmas Eve 7:PM & 11:PM Svc 

                     Choir Concertð10:30 PM 

Dec. 25thðChristmas Dayð1 Svc. 10:30 AM 

Jan. 1ðNew YearôsðDay 1 Svc.ð10:30 AM 

 

 

Fall Harvest Festival ï Thank you all for your support and participation in the Fall Harvest Festival.  Despite rain, 

sleet, wind, snow and cold, we had a very successful weekend.  The net result is that we raised over $8000 which will 

be used to help in various charities.  This amount is more than we have raised in the past four years.  At our wrap-up 

meeting, the committee will decide exactly where the funds will go and how much will be donated to each charity.  

We could not have done it without you.  God certainly has blessed us and we are eternally grateful.   

THANK YOU!!!!  

 

 

The Wagner Choir ChoraleConcert will be further explored.  Several churches expressed an interest 
 in helping host the choir.  However immediate attention must be given to our Organist/Choir Director  
search. 
Note:  A tentative Organist/Choir Director job description/posting has been sent out and the search has 
begun for finding a replacement for Bob Jones.  This is a priority.  



 CALENDAR / Future Dates of Importance  
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Nov. 20thð2nd Family Worship Service 

                   ñIn gathering Themeò 

Nov. 27thðFirst Sunday of Advent 

Dec. 4thðSecond Sunday of Advent 

Dec. 11th-Third Sunday of Adventð10:30 am 

                     ServiceðChoir Cantata 

Dec. 18thðFourth Sunday of Advent / 

  Sunday School Christmas Musical 

Dec. 24thðChristmas Eve 7:PM & 11:PM Svc 

                     Choir Concertð10:30 PM 

Dec. 25thðChristmas Dayð1 Svc. 10:30 AM 

Jan. 1ðNew YearôsðDay 1 Svc.ð10:30 AM 

 

 

To Contact Pastor Johnson 

Call 563-5150 

On Going Calendar Events: 

Food Pantryðevery Tues, Wed, Thurs morns 

 9:30-11:00 AM   Help wanted. 

AA Meetings each Tues, Wed, Thurs. eve. , Sat morn. 

Needlework Group-1st and 3rd Tues,  

 Weiser Rm. 10-11;30am 

Any questions about the Messenger or 

items to include:  Call Bev Pfrogner  302-

633-1359 or Kay McMahon or email to 

pfrognbd@comcast.net  or leave a note in 

my mailbox in the secretaryôs  office at 

church. 

Service Schedule 

Every Sunday 

 8:00 AM Communion Service 

      9:00 AM  Spiritual Growth Hour 

  10:00-10:30 AM  Fellowship Gathering 

       10:30 AM  Communion Service with  

   Choir 

 

 

 

Cub Scout Pack #19 
   The Cub Scouts are participating in the Wilming-

ton Christmas parade again this year. As of this writ-

ing, we are praying for good weather on Saturday. 

The Pack enjoyed working on the haunted house this 

year at the Fall Festival, complete with some very 

scary little goblins. The Pack has grown with 6 new 

boys this year. We will have a Christmas Party on 

Monday, Dec. 12th and then be off until next year 

with lots more fun. Join us for the learning! Join us 

for the adventure! Join us to grow! Meetings are 7-8 

PM on Mondays at Zion. Registration cost is $20 for 

the year. 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

http://rds.yahoo.com/_ylt=A0PDoS7zgKFOBhsA5USjzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBpcGszamw0BHNlYwNmcC1pbWcEc2xrA2ltZw--/SIG=12f3dqj9c/EXP=1319235955/**http%3a/www.goldcountrykiwanis.org/youth_cub_scout_p854.html
http://rds.yahoo.com/_ylt=A0PDoS6.yctO9UAAMkejzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBpcGszamw0BHNlYwNmcC1pbWcEc2xrA2ltZw--/SIG=12kgr3rmf/EXP=1322007102/**http%3a/www.freechristianresources.org/2007-12/christmas-clip-art


  

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWSð Debbie Fuller, Superintendent 

 

       Come join the fun and bring a friend we can share the good news together. 

 

 Classes have begun for all ages 2-18 

 

Sunday School starts at 9am ages 2-6 meet in the preschool Kindergarten classroom, all other ages start at 9 in the 
church for music working on the Christmas pageant songs.  You don't want to miss this very upbeat musical opportunity 
to tell the Christmas story from the viewpoint of the stars.  (CDs will be given out so students can listen to all the songs at 
home) 

 

We look forward to seeing all the children of Zion sharing the good news and learning about God's love. 

 

     

 

 

 

LUTHERAN COMMUNITY SERVICES  

Words of a Client 

 

LCS clients that need help with housing are on the verge of homelessness because they are behind in their rent, mortgage 

or utilities, or because they need a security deposit that will allow them to get out of an overcrowded or transitional hous-

ing arrangement. Whatôs it like to be facing homelessness? A review of client comments points to something we donôt 

always think aboutéshame. Consider this young womanôs comment: 

 

ñI feel thankful for your help but ashamed and embarrassed at the same timeé.ò 

 

What an awful spot to be iné. thankful, but humiliated and forced by circumstance to seek help from strangers. The best 

thing we at LCS can do during this holiday season is be there for them, graciously offering a hand up instead of a hand 

out. 

  

Grants Come in All Sizes 

 

LCS has been serving the community for 52 years. In order for us to be there for our clients we seek support from many 

sources ï compassionate individuals, churches, foundations, and all levels of government, to name a few. For example, 

this month, we received a grant from Kennett Charities for $100. That represents one end of the spectrum. At the other 

end, also this month, we received a grant from the Delaware State Housing Authority for $50,000. We were thrilled to 

receive this state grant, but a little worried by the many requirements attached to it. The state views our clients as high 

risk, with diminished hope for their full recovery. As a result they have asked us to keep a closer eye on the families that 

we give grants to by providing more case management and regular follow-ups. Itôs different than our regular operating 

procedures, but a great opportunity that we look forward to. 
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SOCIAL MINISTRY ð Janet Harkins  -  Chairperson 

We serve Emmanuel Dining Room when there is a fifth Friday in a month. Do you know where Em-
manuel Dining room South is located? Few people do. On Sept. 30

th
 , Kathy Markham and a small 

group of volunteers  packed up the ham, macaroni and cheese, green beans and brownies that had 
been cooked, sliced, heated and headed to their destination. After the blessing, they worked steadily 
till the last person was fed. This will be repeated again by the same people on Dec 30

th
. It would be 

nice if some of us stepped up to the plate and offered our services to Kathy. We, as council mem-
bers should know what , as a congregation, we are doing to help others in our area.  There were 
only 73 meals served this past Friday, but a blessing in disguise. Enough food was left over to 
freeze and reserve on Monday when the center did not have coverage.  

I am delighted to say that we received almost 60 cans of soup for the food pantry in the first week. 

Thanks to all who remembered their canned soup and for those who forgot.....there is always next 

week. 

 

I do not have final numbers for the month of Sept., but when Charlie and Jack got to Zion with the 

food last Wednesday, the shelves were almost bare. That tells the story. 

 

 

 

                        
 
 

Partners 2.0 ï Retooling for Mission - This was a lay leadership event for congregational teams 

focusing on the theme ñEvery member a missionaryé.When small talk becomes God talkò 

and was held in Dover on Saturday, November 12, 2011.   Zionôs representatives were:  Pastor 

Johnson, Eleanor Outten, Dorothy Dodds, Bev Pfrogner, Joan and Matt Lygate.  At the semi-

nar, we had an opportunity to gain a comfort level in talking about how our faith plays out in 

our lives and invite others to join us on that journey.  Bishop Herz-Lane presented the wel-

come with a presentation on ñDefining the Missionò and then the closing of ñBringing it To-

getherò  William Avery of Gettysburg College was the presenter of a bible study, emphasizing 

the book of John with his message of ñCome & Seeò.  During the day we had two forums with 

a luncheon in between.  All in all, it was a wonderful experience and hopefully we will be able 

to use our newfound knowledge in the area of evangelism.      

 

 

 

 

 

 

Those who wish to contribute to a monetary Christmas gift for 

Pastor Johnson may mail to the church office or place in the offer-

ing plate a check made out to Zion Lutheran Church - specifying 

"Pastor's Gift".  If you choose to give cash, please place it in an 

envelope with "Pastor's Gift" noted on the front and place it in the 

offering plate.  Thank you for your participation! 

http://rds.yahoo.com/_ylt=A0PDoTBj2qZOLCcACCSjzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBpcGszamw0BHNlYwNmcC1pbWcEc2xrA2ltZw--/SIG=1220r77ug/EXP=1319586531/**http%3a/audreyjeannesblog.com/BlogShop/2008/10/
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PROPERTY  -  Matt Conly, Chairman  

 

 Property loan Meeting 11/16/11 

 

Bruce, Harvey and I met with Jeff and John from Mission funding today. The discussion was on what Zion needs 

 in  way of funding for major repairs. Their recommendation for the roof is a complete tear-off and replacement,  

and all that this work would have related to it. So I would like to have our complete committee meet perhaps with  

finance committee to discuss all our options. Property has set the roof as its top priority, but other work needs to 

 be done before this work is started. The cost of all our repair work is approaching the half million mark. 

 

We need to come up with a date for workdays for the months of Nov, Dec, Jan, Feb. For this month we only 

 have the 19th and 26th left. I would vote for the 26th. I would leave the other dates open till our next meeting.  

For our meeting date, is the 22nd good? Please let me know by e-mail or call my cell ph 218 5991. 

 

           Sincerely 

           Matthew Conly 

 

 

FELLOWSHIPðBarbara Jackson. Chairperson; Joyce Conly, liason 

 

 

           Please join us for the annual Christmas Brunch in the Weiser Room 

 

                             December 18th 9:45 to 10:30 am. 

 

                         Sign up sheet is in the Narthex.   

 

   Come and share the Christmas Spirit. 

 

Fellowship  has been busy planning future events.  December 18th will be the Christmas brunch and January  

21th Intergenerational Game Night.  The youth and fellowship will sponsor the game night with a lite supper, 

 games, movies and lots of fun for all ages.  See the messenger and bulletin for further details. 

  Tammy Fisher Bovee continues to call volunteers for the coffee hour.  When she calls you please say yes. 

  Thank you to all who have provided the goodies for the coffee hour. 

 

FYI.. Equal Exchange Fairly Traded Coffee is available in the church office! 

http://rds.yahoo.com/_ylt=A0PDoTG7xctOeGYAwE6jzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBpcGszamw0BHNlYwNmcC1pbWcEc2xrA2ltZw--/SIG=12mgli34g/EXP=1322006075/**http%3a/www.fanpop.com/spots/coffee/images/909061/title/coffee-milk


  

 
 

 

 

Dear President Obama: 

As the presiding bishop of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) and a member of the Advi-

sory Council on Faith-based and Neighborhood Partnerships, I write to lift up the support of our national 

church body for comprehensive immigration reform and the DREAM act. 

We are a church that belongs to Christ, and we believe God calls each of us by name. Therefore, the ELCA has 

repeatedly affirmed the biblical witness and our shared experience of working with and on behalf of Americaôs 

newcomers through our ministry with the Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service. 

The 2011 Churchwide Assembly of the ELCA voted overwhelmingly in support of immigration reform and 

the DREAM Act. The churchwide assembly is the ELCAôs highest legislative authority serving on behalf of 

4.2 million baptized ELCA members. 

The biblical call to hospitality also inspired Lutheran congregations across the country to discuss trans-

forming communities into centers of hospitality through relationship building and advocacy. In addi-

tion, congregations are holding DREAM Act Sabbaths to lift up the experiences of undocumented 

youth and encourage broader public support for the legislation. 

 

The need to overhaul the U.S.  Immigration system is becoming every more urgent. In the absence of 

comprehensive immigration reform, states have felt compelled to write their own immigration laws, 

which are often shortsighted and misguided. The ELCA needs your leadership. We urge you to con-

tinue to speak to Congress and the American public to take action on comprehensive immigration re-

form and the DREAM Act and to explore other compassionate policy reforms that advance the com-

mon good. 

 

As a national church body, the ELCAðour congregations, bishops, schools and millions of individual 

membersðcontinues to preach, teach, advocate and work with and on behalf of Americaôs newcomers.  

This nation has achieved such greatness due to the resilience, labor and intellect of immigrants. We 

will roll up our sleeves and work tirelessly until this nation is once again a place of welcome and jus-

tice for newcomers. 

 

In Gods, grace, 

 

The Rev. Mark S. Hanson 

Presiding Bishop, ELCA   
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 LCS FAITH Center Update 

Loans Introduced at LCS FAITH CENTER 

LCS has decided to start making zero-interest loans as 

well as grants to clients at the LCS FAITH Center. 

Loans will be made for utilities, housing, and back to 

work needs to clients who we believe have a reason-

able chance of repaying them. This will help stretch 

our funds and instill financial responsibility concepts 

in clients as part of our financial literacy initiative. 
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Contributions for the LCS 

FAITH Center 
 

The LCS FAITH Center provides 

housing, utility help and back-to-work 

help for low income people. In order 

to maintain current levels of service 

there, LCS relies on many different 

churches and denominations. Even so, 

we barely squeak by. But the early fall 

was good to us ï we received generous 

contributions from Bethel AME, Im-

manuel Episcopal, Mt. Salem Method-

ist, and Westminster Presbyterian. We 

look forward to receiving more con-

tributions from other committed sup-

porters, which will allow our work to 

continue. 

 

 

A Note From a Client 
 

 

Here is someone the FAITH Center helped recently. His name is Dave. He 

wrote us a quick note that said: ñAmy and I have been homeless about six 

months out of the two years we have been together. We were referred to 

many places, but NO Place was able to help us like the LCS FAITH Center. 

They stayed late at the Center just to assist us. We were welcomed with open 

arms. They fed us and put us in a motel. The employees at the center were 

very beautiful to us. Thank God for those who helped.ò 

Strong Demand at LCS FAITH Center  

Kathy Swanson, the Assistant Program Director at the 

LCS FAITH Center in downtown Wilmington, and wife 

of Rev. Daniel Swanson at Hope Lutheran in New Cas-

tle, has a hands-on feel for the heavy demand at the 

FAITH Center. She believes that: ñServices are needed 

more than everé. Since I came to the FAITH Center we 

seem to have more people who have a good income but 

are not able to pull out of an extraordinary situation. 

Weôve had so many calls ....ò  
 

http://rds.yahoo.com/_ylt=A0PDoTCiT71OAHgA7lmjzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBpcGszamw0BHNlYwNmcC1pbWcEc2xrA2ltZw--/SIG=13emtiflo/EXP=1321058338/**http%3a/www.shutterstock.com/pic-60130003/stock-vector-writing-a-letter-retro-clip-art.html
http://rds.yahoo.com/_ylt=A0PDoX5qUL1O81MAVb6jzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBpcGszamw0BHNlYwNmcC1pbWcEc2xrA2ltZw--/SIG=12g9jchmm/EXP=1321058538/**http%3a/www.clipartreview.com/pages/091220-222842-410009.html
http://rds.yahoo.com/_ylt=A0PDoYDGUL1OXDYAuBWjzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBpcGszamw0BHNlYwNmcC1pbWcEc2xrA2ltZw--/SIG=127qkh5bf/EXP=1321058630/**http%3a/www.canstockphoto.com/donations-4176383.html


  

 

LUTHERAN VOLUNTEER CORPS:  A new group of volunteers have arrived.  We are so thankful 

for the year of work done by 6 of the volunteers & for the 2 years Johnna spent at Hilltop Lutheran 

Community Center and Jenny spent at the Ministry of Caring Child Care Center.  Most are returning to 

school for graduate studies.  Kelly is staying on for a 2nd year at Habitat for Humanity and will be 

joined by 8 new volunteers.  It is hoped that you will meet some of them this coming year.  If you 

would like to know more about LVC, check the website at www.lutheranvolunteercorps.org. 

 

Also start thinking of the Bowlathon that will be during the month of April. More information coming 

in January. 

 

 

From Other Churches: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Markôs will hold is annual Christmas Bazaar on Saturday, December 3rd, 9 am to 3 

pm. 

 

 

St. Phillipôs continues to sew pillowcases as gifts for each of their Family Promise 

guests.  Yard goods are needed, especially ones appropriate for children & men.  Fabrics 

by the yard are easier to use but any fabric you have available will be gratefully re-

ceived.  For questions, please call Fran Fisher at 302-234-4199. 

  

Grace will be celebrating its 40th anniversary of the official charter of the congregation in 

1012.  One service only at 10 a.m. will be held on the 5th Sunday of the five applicable 

months, and will feature guest pastors who are near & dear to the hearts of Grace members.  

The actual 40th anniversary will be celebrated at the September 30th service. 

The Annual Live Nativity will be on Saturday, December 10th. 

 

The Alternative Gift Market  will be held on Sundays in November & December. Alternative 

Gifts International is a non-profit organization that inspires support for humanitarian & envi-

ronmental causes. Questions may be directed to Nancy Goyda at 235-7112. 

 

The Door of Hope Pregnancy Center  is in dire need of diapers & wipes.  Please place all do-

nations in the designated box in the Narthex. 
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