
 

 

Dear Friends,   

       So often the story of Jonah is trivialized by questions about which kind of 

fish or whale could eat a full -grown man, carry him for three days in its stomach, 

and then deposit him on the shore. That's the kid's story, not ours. I invite you to 

marvel that such a text was preserved when so many human stories that people 

thought were so much more profound have just been forgotten and lost over the 

ages. For example, the early Greek Tragedies were produced by scores of writers 

over hundreds of years, yet hardly any really survive except in academic circles and 

cliches. During the six weeks of Lent, we will understand what Jesus meant when he 

said to the doubters that he would only give them "the Sign of Jonah."   

      Dr. Reed Lessing is our author. "Lessing's academic expertise and his ad-

vanced knowledge of the background and language of the text of Jonah provide pro-

vocative insights into the character of Jonah and what our character will be as we 

follow Christ."   

       Each week the lesson from Jonah "highlights a certain section of the Book of 

Jonah and concentrates on a prevalent theme in these particular verses, applying the 

theme to the story of Jonah and the story of our own lives." Dr. Lessing doesn't 

leave us back in Biblical times calls us to discussion of questions "to enhance our 

application of the session's theme to the modern-day world."  

        The themes are:  God is Calling       

                  Saved in the Storm       

                  Our Providing God       

       Praying in the Belly of the Great Big Fish    

                  The God of the Second Chance    

       About Face  

 These themes intrigue and challenge me, I hope they will you as well.  

           

       Yours in Christ,                                             

       Pastor Johnson   

Pastor ós Message 

February 2010 
Pastorôs Message   1 

Presidentôs Message   2 

Worship & Music    2 

Sun. School / Youth   3 

Youth Leadership   4 

Christian Education            5 

                                                 

Inside this issue:  

 

Reflection/ Cubs                6 

Spirit. Growth                    6 

 Calendar                            7                                                                                   

 Welcome                            7 

Social Ministry/LIFE        8           

Property                           9 

ZEEC                              10 

LCS  News                       11      

 

 

Our Neighbors/News  12   

Council Briefs  13 

Whoôs Who  14 

    

                  

        Zion  

      Messenger  



 Presidentôs Message-  Bruce Jackson 

Page 2  

 

WORSHIP AND MUSIC  -  Bob  Mazzoni-Council Representative 
     

Talented Zionites, ready your acts for the annual Talent Show on Fat Tuesday!!   We hope to have lots of     

varied acts  from members of all ages  -  all who wish to perform will have their time in the spotlight!   If you 

would like to participate, please see Pastor Johnson or Jean Krapf and let them know what you plan to perform 

on Tuesday, February 16th.  More details will follow. 

        Jean KrapfðChairman 

It is already January 31st and where did the month go. At Zion, many things are already happening. The chil-

drenôs Christmas play which was presented in January due to the snow postponement in December was one of 

the best ever. It was done as a musical with the help of Bob Jones and pleasing to all ages. For those who 

missed the play, you missed a well done performance. Also, on January 31st was Zionôs Annual Congrega-

tional Meeting. The meeting was held after the 10:30 A.M. worship service with a delicious homemade soup 

and salad luncheon prepared by Fellowship Committee. Thanks to all the women who prepared the various 

soups.  

As part of the meeting, there was an election for new Council Members to replace the four Council Members 

leaving due to their terms expiring. The outgoing members were: Carole Sapp, Jack Spoehr, Matt Lygate and 

Russell Craig. Thanks to all for your past dedication and services. There were only two volunteers whom were 

elected and they are: Betty Hartert and Marlene Ciechoski. There are still four openings for Council Members. 

 

In February there are some special events planned the first of which is Fat Tuesday. There will be a chicken 

and dumpling dinner served followed by a talent show. I will be there and hope to see many of you there. Also 

later in the month on February 27th there is an intergenerational game night being held for both adults and chil-

dren. There will be a light dinner and snacks served and fun to be had by all. Please try to attend. 

 

Please remember that Zion is your Church and like anything else in life you only reap the benefits for which 

you sow. Please help by volunteering you time. 

 

God Bless all of us. 

 

                           Zion Church Council Members 

 Betty Bacher    Bruce Jackson 

 Marlene Ciechoski   Robert Mazzoni 

 Matt Conly     Eleanor Outten 

 Harvey Fisher   Beverly Pfrogner 

 Janet Harkins   Kathy Weirich  

 Betty Hartert      
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SUNDAY SCHOOL  AND YOUTH NEWS 

 

The Sunday School Teachers have some great plans for the new year. We're hoping to see all our children at 

9:00 AM in the church. Bob Jones will be working on more Choral music for the Sunday School Chorus to 

present in church. Also plans are being laid for a Palm Sunday Event and Graduation Musical. Thank you 

teachers and parents for bringing our children to Christ. 

 

 

 

 

          

 WHAT:   INTERGENERATIONAL FUN NIGHT   

      WHEN:   SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 27, 2010  

          TIME:      6PM  TO 9PM    

  WHERE:   ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH      
              

  

 All are invited to attend our Intergenerational Fun  Night with food, games, movie, & Wii bowling.   

    Children of all ages and adults will enjoy eating, socializing, and having fun.    

          Please mark your calendar and be sure to sign up in the Narthex or email zionluther@comcast.net 

            to reserve your spot.   

            
 

 

YOUTH MINISTRY ð MATT CONLY,  Chairman  
 

SKI  REPORT 2010 
 

The Youth Ski trip was one of the best attended youth events for Zion this year.  

With the cooperation of old man winter, temperatures in the twenties, lots of pow-

der, the skiing conditions were ideal.  A Fun time was had by all.  Adults in atten-

dance were: Pastor Johnson, Tammy Johnson and friend Kelly,  Minnie MCGuire, 

Daniel McGuire, Mark McGuire, Bradley Leifheit, Valarie DiSabatino, Jonathan 

Blum, Brandon Blum, Jenna Blum, Katy Wheatley, Christen Custus, and Jamil 

Comeger. Thank you to all who worked on making this such a wonderful event.   

 

Upcoming events in the planning are Red Clay Cleanup, Appreciation 

Pancake Breakfast, Wii Bowling night, a workshop for youth at church,  

plus, a movie night, a camping trip and Free Ride in the fall. 

 

 

mailto:zionluther@comcast.net
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Notes  From the Youth Leadership Meeting  1/7/10 

 

The meeting was hosted by Rev Ed Kay, DE/MD Synod Youth Advisor and was 

attended by 

           Grace Lutheran Church ï Josh Kelly, Youth Staffer & Guest 

           Good Shepherd Lutheran Church ï Kate Mulrey, Youth Staffer 

           St. Andrewôs Lutheran Church ï Christian Ed Chair &Youth Adv  

           Zion Lutheran Church ï Pastor Johnson 

           Lutheran Community Services ï Steve Tindall, Development Director 

                        Heather ï LCS Staff charged with looking at developing youth sup 

       port for LCS 

 

Nuggets for Zion 

       It is difficult to make things happen without Youth Staff Volunteers, as leaders have to be  

 able ñto connectò with kids 

            Personality is a make or break ï good leaders are special 

            Need to involve children at a young age.  

            Itôs good to team up with other churches, and be involved in synod/national programs 

            Program consistency is important ï once a program is scheduled,  DO IT ï cancelling is devastating  

            Regularly planned, scheduled activities are important 

            Regular gatherings can be simple ï game nights, movies, crafts, 

                       Service projects, ñhanging outò time, cooking, Wii 

            Churches at present are pretty isolated from one another, so combined activities would create energy 

  and interest ð progressive dinner, work projects, mission trips, education 

           Youth want to make a difference ï make the world better 

           Some churches have Youth Worship Time ï on a regular basis.  The Youth plan their own worship,  

  music, prayers, message 

           BYOB (Bring Your Own Bible) ï songs, sharing, God sightings, stories, prayer. 

 

 Why Youth Ministry?   How does it compete with so much going on for youth?    Why is it impor

 tant and different?  

                   Josh Kelly has designed ñYouth Ministryò world logo 

                              North ñNò neighbors 

                              South ñSò service               Based on Jesus Christ 

                              East ñEò education             Living out Baptismal Vows 

                              West ñWò worship 



  

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION  -  Jack Spoehr, Chairman 

Hilltop Donations ð  Progress Report 

Starting last November Zionôs congregation began dropping off miscellaneous con-

tributions for Hilltop on the way in to church, and manypeople have asked us how 

the program is going. 

 

The results have been a real tribute to the members of the church ð and a gracious 

thanks from the people just up the street at Hilltop. 

 

The donations have included ...but not onlyé an enormous array of used and useful clothing for adults and kids, two 

totally operative color TVs keep by the owner ñ for much too long on a basement shelfò, an extra extension ladder, used 

and totally functional toys for kids of all ages, duplicate kitchen utensils of all kinds, and a gift  produced by two girls 

who raised $400 from other children in her school for Hilltop Christmas gifts...plus two properly sanitized bird nests that 

Dara Boyer welcomed for Hilltopôs classroom teachers!!! 

 

Eleanor Outten and her kids have been delivering the Hilltop bins to the narthex with regularity, and from   there the do-

nations are delivered within a couple of days to Hilltop.  The system is working well.  There has been an almost steady 

stream of someðor a lotðof bags and boxes every week.  Saralee Hawk has stored the bins at ZEEC for us during the 

week. 

 

Almost all the donations are deposited without any name.  Just a gift to someone who wanted to help people just up the 

street who really need help.  But, I should remind donors that if you want a tax deduction, just attach a self-addressed 

envelope to a letter to Dara Boyer, Hilltop Lutheran Neighborhood Center, 1018 West Sixth St, Wilmington, DE 19805, 

stating that what you have donated, and she will sign it and return it to you.  If you need to reach her, itôs (302) 656-

3224.    In addition,  Russell Craig, our Zion Zion Councilorôs Treasurer tells us that financial contributions can be re-

ceived in the offering or at the church office. 

 

Two other reminders.  When Jea Street addressed us at the Third Sunday Luncheon awhile back, he told us that school 

stuff is very usefulé..pencils, papers, erasers, paste, paint sets, crayons, etc.  If you find extra, just put them in a box or 

bag and drop them off.  And anyone who might want to tutor or help with a class teacher is very welcome. 

 

One main objective of this ongoing program is to help the kids and parents of Hilltop throughout the entire yearð not 

only for special holidays.  Need for such help occurs at any time.whether the donation you drop into those bins is big or 

small, often or occasional, your are helping. 

 

You are not just helping Zion and Hilltop per se ð  you are helping to weave together the social fabric or America...an 

invaluable asset. 

 

 

" ...He that hath two coats, let impart to him that hath none; and he 
that hath meat let him do likewise." Luke 3:11.  
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 RECOGNITION FOR SERVICE  

 

Duane and Joyce Conly were recognized at the Annual 

Congregational Meeting for their tremendous service 

over the years to Zion.  Both have contributed to the life 

of Zion in many ways and continue to help keep both 

our church property in order and the church community 

served. 

Cub Pack  #19    
 
     Cubs are meeting on 

Mondays, 7:00-8:00 PM. 

All boys 1st grade through 

5th grade are invited to join 

us. Parents who sign up as 

leaders will have their regis-

tration paid. Registration for 

all is $10. Come any Mon-

day night and check us out!! 

The annual PINEWOOD DERBY is rolling for 

"the Gold." Put on your calendars: Saturday, 

March 6th, the Scout Banquet, Court of Honor, 

and Crossover. Then a Combined Scout Sun-

day. March 7th - Girl Scouts, Cub Scouts and 

Boy Scouts of Zion will be present. "A Scout is 

Reverent" Our Boy Scout Troop #19 who meet 

on Thursday nights at 7:00-8:30 PM. Girl 

Scouts meet on Tuesday nights at 5:30 PM.   

 

 SPIRITUAL GROWTH HOUR
  Sundays 9 to 10 AM   

 

      The Spiritual Growth Group will finish its 

study of Ephesians and then turn to Jonah. 

This is no fish tale. It goes right to the heart of 

each person's struggle with God. Dr. Reed 

Lessing has developed this Bible study and 

brings the story to us in 6 sessions leading up 

to Holy Week. Join us at 9:00 AM (during 

Sunday School hour) in the Weiser Room 

lounge for study, conversation, and coffee. 

Youôll find it enjoyable and informative.  

 

 

. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

REFLECTION GROUP  

       The Reflection Group is now discussing the New 

York Times Best-Seller The Shack. It is a challenging 

and thought provoking book that has drawn quite a 

following to look at Christian life once again. During 

Lent we will do a Bible Study by Dr. Reed Lessing on 

"Jonah." This companion study to our Wednesday 

night Dinner/Service program will bring more depth 

and time for discussion of this little understood text 

that has survived the test of 

time for 3000 years. We meet at 

7:00 PM in the Blue multipur-

pose room. All are invited. The 

conversation is thoughtful, 

stimulating and inspiring. Join 

us!   

 


